
GREAT LIVES 
At our April meeting Ian Tennant, assisted by a 
copy of The Hay Wain, gave a very interesting 
talk about the life of John Constable, one of 
Britain’s greatest painters.  Constable was 
born in East Bergholt in Suffolk in 1776, the 
fourth of six children.  His father was a corn 
merchant and John was expected to run the 
business.  However, his great passion was 
painting and in 1798 his father gave him £100 a 
year and sent him to the Royal Academy 
School.  Constable is best known for his 
landscape paintings, particularly of Suffolk 
countryside, some of which are extremely 
large. 

Our next meeting is on Wed 18th May, Catholic 
Church Hall 11am, non-members welcome. 
John Jebson will attempt to answer the 
question re Clement Attlee, was he "a modest 
man with much to be modest about" or "the 

greatest peace time prime minister of the 20th 
century”?  John Parry jamatcv@gmail.com 

BIRDWATCHING GROUP 
The group visited the St Ives estate in Bingley 
for its April meeting. A dull, windy day didn’t 
augur well but in the event we had a lovely 
morning. The delights on offer included a 
gorgeous Jay putting on a colourful show, a 
pair of Long-tailed Tits swirling around and 
almost crashing into us, and a delightful 
Nuthatch (pictured) delivering bark and dead 
leaves to its mate in the nest hole.  

Isn’t nature wonderful!?  June sees the group 
making the short journey to the Forest of 
Bowland for a Ring Ouzel Safari with Sonja 
Ludwig, Species and Habitats Officer with the 
RSPB. Glimpses of this fascinating upland 
species, the lovely ‘Mountain Blackbird’, are 
always a treat.  
Les Chandler lchandler52@gmail.com  

FOUNDING MEMORIES 
This month we hear from David Holdsworth who spent 
six years on the u3a committee and during that time, 
being a retired IT professional, helped to bring  our u3a 
into the 21st century.  Thanks David. 

I remember the early years of our u3a.  I took over from Alison Tyas as the group’s coordinator 
on the committee and to help it run a bit more easily I replaced the pen and paper system for 
group membership with a web based system, which operated until the introduction of Beacon.  
I worked with Frank Woodhams to build the first website running on the North Craven 
Heritage Trust’s server at Giggleswick School. The server was also used for other non-profit 
local organisations.   

During this time, the late Arthur Lupton and I ran a Mathematical Puzzles group.  Its list of 
puzzles is still on-line at http://settle.ddns.net/temp/dhu3a.htm. There you will see 
evidence of activity as far back as 2004. I would be interested to hear from anyone keen to 
participate in a resurrected mathematical puzzles group. 

http://settle.ddns.net/temp/dhu3a.htm
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