
   

                                                           

GRAY MATTERS 
A dose of Parisian spring-time, the arrival 
of my annual ‘Wisden’ almanack, our first 
Walking Cricket match of the season and 
planning for a trip to Iceland (country, not 
frozen goods store) have diverted my 
attention from the horrors of Ukraine. We 
must sustain our aid efforts and, to that 
end, I hope a good number were able to 
attend Jean Stevens’ poetry evening on May 6th. For us in our 
cosy Craven corner, life goes on, as it must do, even with a 
tinge of guilt.  

To preserve our well-being in May, let there be no clout-
casting! Or should that be ‘clowt’, ‘clowte’, ‘cloot’ or ‘clute’? 
An example from the ‘Early English Miscellanies in Prose and 
Verse’, circa 1485, runs: ‘He had not left an holle clowt, 
Wherwith to hyde hys body abowte.’ Whate’er the spelling, 
it’s an Old English word meaning ‘cloth(ing)’, linked with 
modern German ‘Kleid’ (‘dress’ or plural ‘clothes’). 

A French proverb reads: ‘En avril, ne te découvre pas d’un fil; 
en mai, fais ce qui te plaît’, which means pretty much the 
same thing, allowing for French summer arriving a month 
earlier. Captain John Stevens’ ‘New Spanish and English 
Dictionary’ of 1706 translates a Spanish proverb as ‘Do not 
leave off your coat till May be past!’ which seems rather 
cautious for Seville’s May-time temperature of 20 degrees. 
Another Hispanic saying is ‘Hasta el cuarenta (40th!) de mayo 
no te quites el sayo (=tunic, garment)’.  

Confusion! Maybe ‘May’ be not the month at all. Could it refer 
to the Mayflower shrub (hawthorn)? ‘Till May is out’ could 
mean ‘until the hawthorn is in bloom’. However, another 
English verse would appear to discount this theory (‘Button to 
chin, till May be in, Cast not a clout till May be out’), as May 
blossom can hardly be expected to go back in again! What’s 
more, there’s an explicit mention of the month in the Whitby 
Gazette, 1855: ‘The wind at North and East, Was never good 
for man or beast, So never think to cast a clout, Until the 
month of May be out.’ Who’d remove a clout in Whitby at any 
time?’ 

Keep well, stay warm! 

Ian Gray sdu3a.chair@gmail.com 
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MONTHLY MEETING  
2nd Thursday of the month, 

10 for 10.30am 

Thurs 12 May at St John’s 
Hall and by Zoom 

The College of Arms, London - 
Sir Thomas Woodcock 

The College of Arms is the 
official heraldic authority for 

England, Wales, Northern 
Ireland and much of the 

Commonwealth  

Next month  
Thurs 9 June 

Slow Ways, a network of GB 
walking routes, by Rob Bushby

mailto:sdu3a.chair@gmail.com
http://settledistrictu3a.org

	Settle District Newsletter
	Issue Number 8/20   May 2022
	settledistrictu3a.org  Registered Charity No 1095635


