
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Settle & District u3a Birdwatching Group 
Latest News 

Contact details  For more information 
about the u3a Birdwatching Group and its 
activities contact Group Leader Les Chandler 
on lchandler52@gmail.com. 

About Us Group Meetings 

The Group meets monthly.  Most meetings 
are outdoors, but indoor meetings are held 
two or three times a year, covering a 
variety of issues.  If you are interested in 
birds or just enjoy watching them this is the 
Group for you. 

Enjoyment is the Group’s primary 
objective but it’s hoped that, at the 
same time members will develop 
both their understanding of how 
birds live and their skills in 
identifying individual species. 

Our aim is to give members the 
opportunity to enjoy the experience 
of looking for birds, both locally and 
further afield.  

Nuthatch at the nest - with 
nesting material 

With warmer weather and the sap rising 
the Group made the short journey to 
Wray to explore Roeburndale. This 
delightful valley is one of the most 
important areas of ancient semi-natural 
woodland in Lancashire. It is home to 
lovely wildflowers and lots of birds. 
Starting in the village we took a gentle 
stroll a short distance up the valley, 
alongside the river. Several species 
showed themselves including a chirpy 
little Siskin. But the highlight was a family 
of Dippers, the adults attempting to show 
their two clumsy offspring how to find 
food in the river. After a tasty lunch at 
the Bridge House Farm Tearooms we 
made our way up the valley to where the 
way becomes steeper and wilder. On 
arrival we were serenaded by a charming 
Willow Warbler, who then demonstrated 
its fly-catching skills. From there we 
made our way deeper into the woods to 
enjoy the swathes of bluebells which 
make this such a delightful time of year. 
On the way back the local Curlews put on 
a show circling and calling overhead. 

Thanks to Phil Simnett and John Bentley 
for their lovely photographs. 

An adult Dipper demonstrating 
its athleticism to its offspring 

Willow Warbler 
showing off its 

fly-catching skills. 

Members of the Birdwatching 
Group living up to their name 


